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Community engagement and sense of
belonging in disaster prevention landscape:

An international student’s experience of Katsushika city Waju Kaigi

Soheil DASHTI (B a7 4 YNAIL)
RRXF MNMEZAHRE SHEAHEE
(BARGER : MEEFHARE B BERA)

Introduction [ L &IZ

This essay describes the experience of Katsushika Waju Kaigi from the author’s point of view
as an international research student at the KATO Lab, the University of Tokyo, and the author’s
background in relation to studying in Japan. The Katsushika Waju Kaigi was a community
meeting held online on 9th of May 2021 to discuss the accomplishments and concerns of the
planning process for the city of Katsushika in Tokyo, Japan.

In contemporary urban planning, Japan has experienced a unique trajectory of urbanization,
expanding from the era of rapid economic growth to bobble economy, aging society and
meanwhile recovery from numerous disasters. As Maruyama (2016) states “It seemed that The
Japanese Empire was almost demolished in 1945 but Japan as a country emerged as a new,
democratic society with many of its constituents (people, land, culture, etc.) preserved”. Since
the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011 many national and regional initiatives have aimed to
build back damaged areas better, but also to prepare other vulnerable districts for future
disasters and provide recovery plans. In the Metropolitan of Tokyo, the natural topography of
many areas inside Shitamachi, adjacent to the Tokyo Bay, are under sea level and are highly
vulnerable to floods. Katsushika city is located in the same region and requires continuous
prevention measures.

AR T, Wh = TORERY, EHEDNAARATESZ LIRS THFRIZOWV TR
%o ARITBBAREF R LT, Silmtts, Bre 0REPLOERR L ME O
REA LTS, RAARKREIDRE, ECHIIgEN S ORI E & bi2, ko
KFE~Ofif 2 LEFAER 2D TV D, FARCE, Bz 5T T U 7ICiokofs
BRIEDS & D ARHIFT 3 1 | RFERI 2 R R D BTV D,

My Background: What was the reason of being interested in Japan?
FADEWILS : HARICGEHEERZE 2 /=0M?

| got acquainted to Japanese art and culture by watching Anime with my brother since we
were little. After entering University, | was intrigued by Japanese architecture through my
courses with Associate professor Kaveh Fattahi, who had finished his Ph.D. and Post doc. at
Hokkaido University. So, | read about Japanese contemporary architecture and realized it has
been one of the most influential mainstreams throughout the world with distinguished
architects. Japan has a rich reputation in architecture with sublime heritage resulting in an
enchanting, versatile, and emotional sense of place. Many believe Japanese architects
successfully conducted the transitional period to Contemporary Architecture by fostering a
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continuous lineage of committed apprentices who become today's pioneers. This kind of
mentorship has long fascinated me.

| had the privilege to represent my university in “International Iran-Japan forum on
Architecture and Urban Issues, 2018” which was held at AlJ, in Tokyo. | became interested in
Japanese people attitude among themselves and foreigners. | found out that although being at
the forefront of technological advancement, tradition is an ever-present component in Japan as
well. Coming from Iran, with a rich cultural-historical background, this encouraged me to learn
more about Japanese culture and how Japanese planners and architects manage to balance
their traditional values within constantly evolving cities.

The relationship between Iran and Japan has a long history tracing back to the silk road. |
would like to contribute to this rich background, by developing mutual collaborations between
the two countries not only on academic fields but also on community projects in order to
enhance knowledge and cultural exchange. Iran, in this regard, has rich architecture and
cultural history with many opportunities for community projects due to its vast context and
population.

| am passionate to explore new urban solutions and as Japan has a continuous lineage of
sensei-apprentice culture, | would like to carry on this stream and pass it on to the next
generations and prepare them for the rough challenges ahead, as my mentor did before me.
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My Experience: What was my experience at KATO LAB and Katsushika city meeting?
FADIEER : MEMARELHRPBETHEERLI-OMN?

| knew that Japan’s acclaimed education system has concerned social impact deeply into its
structure and provides high international-standard quality through diverse collaboration of
world-class experts and intellectual researchers for tackling critical issues of communities and

their habitats.
Professor KATO Takaaki’s lab has been active in planning for disaster prevention and

FRREF AT UTIHERC Ty 7T VE] RAREDZ L, BN NHLIT=A2L
TS EEENTWE LT,
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reconstruction of cities both inside and outside of Tokyo metropolitan, for a long time. Their
activity spans from providing risk assessment platforms, and preparation design scenarios for
reconstruction. Since I’'m looking forward to continuing my research in the field of Urban
Resilience and contribute to climate change adaptation, | found Kato lab’s projects strongly
aligned with my research. KATO sensei has well investigated resilience concept in articles and
has hands-on experience on post-disaster urban recovery plans, therefore | am determined to
learn both theoretical and practical aspects of resilience in Urban planning.

| have had the honor to join KATO lab from October 2020 and since then | have grown to
root in for their character and purpose. KATO sensei and all lab members supported me with
starting my life in Japan; therefore, | have experienced first-hand that how the community’s
engagement and social capital play a fundamental role for preparedness to confront the
unknown in general, and disasters in particular. The continuous lineage in Japanese culture can
be seen in the process of Katsushika city planning. The fact that Kato Lab and other
stakeholders have continued a participatory planning process for more than 15 years is a
testament to this phenomenon that each generation develops the work and not only pass it on
to next generation, but engage new generation in training so they can be better prepared for
the future. Watching junior high school students participating eagerly in such a community
meeting and bringing their fresh points of view to the table was a moment of deep respect for
me. Meeting some of the directors and organizers of the community and their attitude was
inspiring to me, because | could understand their community attachment and sense of
belonging to the city. | find Katsushika city’s NPO activity strongly valuable to continue develop
a safer urban environment with more amenity for its citizens.
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Preparation for Disaster: Visions of a safer future!
KEANDRR : FVLELEREADEL !
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Japan is a disaster-prone island, and it has a long history of interrelated hazards namely
earthquakes, tsunamis, flash floods and fires. This emphasizes the necessity of understanding
how to prepare and plan cities in order to be resilient in face of unknown disasters. Japanese
buildings and infrastructure are famous for being quakeproof, but it was after 2011 Great East
Japan earthquake and tsunami, that water related hazards became the hotspot of general
public especially urban planners. Noticeable research has been conducted on disaster
preparation strategies both by academia and governmental initiatives which has resulted in
advanced flood protection improvements.

Iran has been devastated by disasters many times as well; for example two years ago (23-30
March 2019) flash floods damaged more than 15000 houses, wiped out villages and killed 76
people, including 21 in my hometown, Shiraz. If proper resilient design and urban planning
strategies had been implemented, many of these could have been prevented. Therefore, | am
determined to learn about Japan’s disaster preparation strategies in order to enhance resilient
measures for regeneration of vulnerable regions and save people’s lives by securing their
habitats.

Earthquake Kermanshah 2018 Agh-Ghala village, Golestan,lran. April 2019
(2018 £ Kermanshah #13&) (2019 £ 4 B M Agh-Ghala F D KEDHF)
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IRAN: A brief Introduction

Ao BELGHENT

Iran is one of the ancient civilizations with more than 7000 years of history. Located in the
middle of major intercontinental corridors and trade routes, it has been a strategic plateau
with fertile natural resources. Iran’s mountains have helped shaping both the political and the
economic history of the country for several centuries. The mountains enclose several broad
basins, or plateaus, on which major agricultural and urban settlements are located.
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Ecological Land Use & Vegetation Map Location of Iran in the world map
AT O - A FEI HHRHHENZBIT DA T - OfLE

Almost 60 percent of the country is dominated by mountainous area, and the rest consists of
deserts and arid lands. Iran includes two major mountain systems, named Alborz and Zagros.
Iran's climate ranges from arid or semi-arid, to subtropical along the Caspian coast and the
northern forests. You can experience all 4 seasons and completely different landscapes within a
relatively close distance.

E DK 60%% [LHIS D, o K /I FESCHIREH-AT N D> TWD, AT
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Damavand Mountain, Iran. Hirkani Jungles, Golestan, Iran.

Sar Agha Seied Village, Iran. Darak Beach,Chababhr, Iran.
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Iran has rich and versatile culture that has connected east and west throughout history.
Once home to the some of the most civilized empires in the world such as the Persian Empire
of Achaemenides, It has been it’s cultural, natural, tangible and intangible heritage that is
known worldwide. Iran is famous for its poetry, carpets, architecture, music, and spices like
Saffron. Any traveler who has visited Iran, from Jane Dieulafoy (1851-1916) to Georg Grester
(1928-2019) is fascinated by its architectural heritage and captivated in its Persian gardens.
Traditional urban landscapes of cities such as Yazd, Isfahan and Shiraz alongside contemporary
practices of architecture and urbanism, set an atmosphere that Iranian hospitality has
flourished in it and invites adventurers, tourists and scholars into a transcending experience.
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