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Elementary Students’ Introduction to Disaster Risk and Urban Planning

To raise the awareness of the hazard potential in
Shinkoiwa area, and to acquaint to the study and
profession of urban planner, two students from KATO
Takaaki Laboratory, ICUS, IIS, the University of Tokyo
came to Matsugami Elementary School, to have
knowledge sharing session in career guidance class.
The class was given to the sixth grade students in

February 2013.

| S A ,:. g & ' p
Students were seriously paying attention

Firstly, we presented the research themes in our to the presentation

laboratory and what urban planners are doing, which seemed to be a new term of words for
the students. Afterwards, we explained the natural hazard and community based activity.
Some prior disaster images were shown, such as the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and the
Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. This NPO as one form of community-based
activity were introduced as well, including the various activities that NPO has been done up
to now. Then we explained about the zero-meter area of Shinkoiwa and its land subsidence.
Water-related disaster happens all around the world, some information about flood in
Indonesia was given. Also the flood and advanced countermeasures in the Netherlands,
and how people enjoyed promenades in Venice or festival alongside the Seine River in
Paris during summer. This aimed to explore the possibility that riverfront area could be

enjoyable and friendly.

During discussion sharing, each group expressed their
opinion on how to make the riverside area more
attractive

This activity was very valuable, it could attract the
students who live in this area and surroundings for
understanding and care more about hazard in their _
neighbourhood, to be prepared, and in the future to
give contribution in the activity of local community
and NPO towads disaster preparedness activities. It
is also good opportunity for them to get to know
other countries perspective in dealing with waterfront
areas, especially in European countries where

people see and treat water as friend.

Following the presentation, students were
enthusiastically joining the discussion and
questions-answers session. Some of them
shared their ideas on how to improve the
situation of riverfront area of Shinkoiwa area.
Those interesting ideas were having boat race,
submerged floating walkway, floating lanterns,
and so on in addition to festival and bungee jump
facilities,

Ishikawa-san, one of NPO member, shared his
experience to the students
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Incorporating Subjective Well Being (SWB) in evaluating the living environment

Yasmin Bhattacharya

As urban planners, our outmost aim always remains to improve people’s living environment.

May it be through increasing safety, convenience, amenity, sustainability, etc. There have been

several researches and resulting development of indexes that measure quality of life. Some

indexes measures it through the availability of physical infrastructure, existence of social and

governance systems, modes of transport etc., while others focus on people and their own

evaluations of their lives. Policy-making in recent times is beginning to incorporate subjective

measures in addition to the already existing objective measures such as economic indicators.

Here we introduce three such indexes:

1.

Happy Planet Index

This index looks at the main factors that would make the planet a happy place; what we
want as a whole. It considers three main components 1) Experienced wellbeing; 2)
Life-expectancy; and 3) Ecological footprint (the measure of resource consumption —how
much land is required to sustain a country’s consumption pattern). The index is given thus:

HPI = (Experienced well-being * Life-expectancy) / Ecological footprint

OECD Better Life Index

This index allows one to rate the importance of a particular aspect of life as per their own
perspective and subsequently rate their own satisfaction level accordingly. This considers
several categories including Housing, Income, Jobs, Community, Education, Environment,

Civic Engagement, Health, Life Satisfaction, Safety, and Work-life Balance.

Subjective well being

Subjective well being is part of both of the above two indexes. The interesting point is
although it is one component among the other categories; it is in itself affected and thus
dependent on the other categories. E.g. meeting the basic needs of people, healthcare,
education, and housing have strong effects on subjective wellbeing. Another important
factor revealed by studies is that temporary mood states have only a marginal effect on
SWB, whilst long-term changes and situational factors have a significant effect on
subjective wellbeing. This emphasizes the attention we must pay to policy-making which
affects the long term and in turn also begin evaluation of such measures by including
subjective wellbeing measures rather than only following economic indicators.

The graph below shows a simple model of subjective well-being.
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